Hillingdon

S@Labour

www.hillingdonlabou

HILLINGDON
LABOUR PARTY
LOCAL ELECTION

MANIFESTO

2010



Hillingdon

S%Labour

www.hillingdonlabour.org

CONTENTS

AN ADDRESS FROM MO KHURSHEED LEADER OF THE HILLINGDON LABOUR GROUP. 3

INTRODUCTION .....coictiririiersensnsss s sssssssssse s s s s s sss s ssssssss s ssss snsssnssasssansssnsnensnens 4
THE THIRD RUNWAY ...t ssss s s s s s sssssssssssss sssssssssnssasssssas snasssnsns 5
CHILDREN & EDUCATION.......ccvmirirmsessmssnisnssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssess 6
CULTURE SPORT & LEISURE .......cocerimiimriisnsensnsssissssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssness 7
ADULT SOCIAL CARE & HEALTH.......cociminiiirnnsessssssnisss s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassnssssssnns 8
HOUSING......ciiinmseimsniniennssnsssnss s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassnssansnsssnsns 9
ENVIRONMENT ...t s s s s s s s s 10
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION......ccccsimisnmssmsnmsanssesssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssas 11
COUNCIL FINANCES ... ceirerrienssenssssss s s s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss sssssnssansnansns 12
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS. ...t ssss s s s s s sssssssssssssasssssans 13
THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR ....ooiiirmninnnmninssnsssssssssnssisnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssess 14
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE........coieimisnnienrnisnssenssssssnissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssans 15
OUR STAFF, WORKING FOR THE COUNCIL ......cccceiirrrisensnssnssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssnnsns 16
AND FINALLY ..otiiiiimnninisensnsssnssssssssssnsssssnsssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassnssansnsssnsnens 16
Page2 of 17

Printed & Promoted by Janet Duncan on behalf of, The Labour Party, Both of,
The Labour Hall, Pump Lane, Hayes, Middlesex, UB3 3NB



Hillingdon

s3Labour

www.hillingdonlabour.org

An address from Mo Khursheed
Leader of the Hillingdon Labour Group

The Tories have been in control of Hillingdon Council since 1998, a minority
administration with Liberal-Democrat support for two terms, and now a massive majority
since 2006. Throughout this period, the Labour Group has constructively opposed the
administration on issues it considered not to have been in the interest of Hillingdon
residents. However, we have supported it on measures we firmly believe are in the
interests of the community at large.

Following their overwhelming victory in 2006, which enabled them to take sole and full
control of the Council, the Tories have gone into over-drive, turning a democratic
institution into an elected dictatorship. They continuously keep changing the
Constitution at will, as they go along, making policy on the hoof and going to such
extremes as abolishing the opposition’s speaking rights at Cabinet; limiting Members’
rights to propose one motion or asking one question at Full Council and taking decisions
at Cabinet on important matters affecting the entire Borough without due consultation.
The recent proposed changes for new governance arrangements for Hillingdon and the
Playbuilder scheme, among others, readily come to mind.

As Council tax payers, you the residents have a right to know how and on what services
your hard earned money is spent; whether you get value for money within the framework
of not only Best Value but also Best Practice.

The Labour government has allocated millions of pounds to local authorities, reflected in
your own low local taxes and we are aware that you need a transparent and listening
administration. Investment in general public services; Adult Social Care and Health;
Education; Culture; Youth; Sports and Leisure; Affordable Social Housing; a sustainable,
greener and cleaner environment with regular rubbish collections and increased re-
cycling, amid the chaos and Fly-tipping being currently generated by the closure of the
Rigby Lane depot in the South of the Borough. An end to any further expansion of
Heathrow; effective delivery in the Planning and Transport sector, including regular,
preventive maintenance and continuing improvement of our road infrastructure and other
vital assets. Ensuring the effective and efficient functioning of our staff for service
delivery by recruitment and retention as well as human resources development - this
being the most important asset in the life of any organisation.

We will continue to work closely with our Partners in the Voluntary Sector and elsewhere,
including the Private Sector generally and the Business community in particular.

We will vigorously contest every seat in the Borough for the forthcoming election and |
hope through your votes, you will help elect a Labour administration to deliver the
policies and programmes outlined in this Manifesto.
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Introduction

The following document sets out a set of detailed promises that an incoming Labour
Administration will enact over the next 4-year period.

As advised above, we in Hillingdon have had, effectively, 12 years of Conservative
administration, propped-up in their first 2-terms by the Liberal-Democrats. The effect has
been a continuity of cut-backs on the Council's Services. Social Services have been cut
back so that only those with very profound difficulties are entitled to service provision.
Other services, that once were free, are now charged for. The Council's Planning
Department fails to reach and deliver regularly on decisions and time scales. There are
over 1250 families living in temporary accommodation and thousands more in over-
crowded homes. The list of failings is enormous.

All this at a time when government grants are at record levels. Yet, we have an
administration which blames the government for its own failings. Its only tactic in
seeking to resolve their problems is to turn to the government, rather like Oliver Twist
and ask for more - there are huge grants coming into Hillingdon from this Labour
Government.

As an incoming Labour Administration, we will stop this and restore services to levels
residents need. As an opposition party, Labour is proud that it has encouraged the Tories
in such areas as tackling Domestic Violence and the support of carers.

We could and will do so much more if we are elected to form the next administration for
Hillingdon.
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The Third Runway

Just over a year ago, in a spectacular display of indifference for the climate and the
quality of life of the residents of Hillingdon, the
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